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A s Letter Written the third of $ 
-_ mom by John Hedworth of bay 
the County 0 Da ire, ###9 John Dodg- 
fon 4 Harraton, John Lax « Leader of 
Coles there , Steve Pattaſon 4 Stathe-mas there, 
Ralph Hinderſon 4 Leader of Coles there, Robert 
Vickars Overman there, Thomas Rutlis « Digger 


of Coles there; aud ts al other Workmen whatever, that 
belong either 30 the Calepias, Stages, or Keels of Har- 
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I have never Ya dealt - 
y b you all; yet divers of you 
ere with me : and yet before X 
ed ms you.that both nature, Law, | 
_ realop will ord me: I cannot but hereby un- 
| _— acquaint you, That Wavkce jm 
Foes y laſt was 7 being the 230 
1654, 1 went to James 5Adall 2. Irv 'Steward pac 4 
verſecr,, Ry —_ preſence. of Riehard Litburn 
Eſquize z Lieut:Col,  Joba Lilburg tas fon; aud 
Mr. Therdir] hbrather in Law; "And, rold 
Him, T bat Sir edworth deceaſed, my Fa- 
ther, —_— Owner and Proprietor of the 
Mannor of Harraton, mines there- 


_ > 2 a—_ 
' unto belonging; which were now Legally and 
- juſtly deleended unto, or upanine,, »s bis Eldeſt 
$Sonand Heir : and befng of late fully attained to 
the age of 2r years, Tcould not in'filence fuffer 
my felf any longer tobe: deprived of .my Right 
and Inheritance by will and power. And therefore 
I told him that' he as Steward ,. ſet workmen at 
work upon my Cole-mines, againſt my will and 
minde; and it muſt be under the pretence of a 
Leaſe belonging to Mr. Jofiah Primate, orto Mr. 
Thomas Wray; but whether of them had the moſt 
right to the ſaid Leaſe, it was not much mareriall 
to me now.But ſure T wag, that by both their leaſes 
er one of which the(I am fure)preſent poſleſ- 
ors claims)there is a rent reſerved of gos per week 
tobe paid to the ſaid Sr. JohnHedworth my father, 
or hisheirs., for their Houſe-keeping, in caſe hore 
be ſo many Coles wrought as amounts to ſo 
money; Witha clauſe of Re-entry upon the ſaid 
Colliery for the ſaid Sir Jqhn Hedworth and his 
Heirs, in caſe of non-payment of the ſaid 4© ſhil- 
lings a week rent. AndT further told him, Twas 
therefore in a fair and friendly way come unto him 
with theſe my friends, as my witneſſes, to demand 
of him my#aid 40 ſhillings rent for the laſt week, 
and forty ſhillings per week for all the reſt of 'the 
weeks arrear, ever fince his Maſter Sir Arthur He- 
filrig, or any other of his Maſters wrought them : 
And in caſe immediate payment thereof was not 
made. I would make a formall ſeizure of the ſaid 


Cole-mines, |}. 
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Cole-mines, and difſ all Perſons whatſoever 
from working thereof, And in caſe they would 
not ceaſe, I would do my beſt (as by Law,equity, - 
and ReaſonI might) to ſink the Keel, and break 
the Ginns that ſhonld endeavour to work and car- 
ry away my Coles, ſeeing my Tenants could have 
no Legal] fair proceedings, cither from Sir Arthur, 
or the Commiſſioners above; and therefore as a 
Civil man, deſired him ro go to his Maſter Sir Ar- 
thor Haſlerig, or to Major Talbu , or whomellſe he 
pleaſed, and acquaint them with ſo much , that ſo 
in a fair way I might have paid unto me without de. 
lay my ſaid Rent, and all the Arrears thereof fince 
they wrought my Colliery , which is now about 
two years : 'And he taking his horſe that day, and 
riding off the ground ; At night the ſame day I re- 
paired again to the ſaid Fames Liddaf your Stew- 
ard, accompanied with my Uncle, Maſter Ralph 
Bckby,and my Brother Maſter Richard Grey,and de- 
manded his anſwer; which was, That he had been 
with Major To/hurft , who had authorized him to 
tell me, That he would pay me no Rent at all, but 
that I muſt ſeek it where could getitz and being 
denied my own, the aforeſaid Saturday night , I 
diſcharged all the work-men I could meet with, 
and commanded them at their perils to' ceaſe to 
meddle in any kinde with my Cole-mines, without 
my expreſs leave and conſent. 

And carrying a tender regard: to the peace and 
welfare of my Native Countrey, now' invaded by 
"AS | robbers 


robbers and ſtrangers. And for avoiding as much 
asin me lay.the juſt occaſion of railing any tymilts 
that might ſeemgo have the face of any advanitape' 
to our publick enemies (the aforeſaid invadots)T 
was as {paring as cauld bein doing of that which 
was neceſfary forme to do, in order for regaining. 
my own righgand juſt ioeritance, which hath bin 
by foxce and violence taken from me and my Te- 
nants, and to this dayas ynjuſtly detained from us 
bath, without theleaſt ſhadow or' colour of Law 
ar Juſtice (as my wu Fiend 40g ,ounſellor Lieu- 
tenanr Coullopel, Fobe Lilburn 1 th fully' proved in 
his EpiGle tofour of the Commiſſioners for Com. 
pounding , fitting at Haberdaſhers HalFat London, 
date the jo of Fug; 651, 2 Printed Coppie of 
which I. heyenyia (end. you fr your '[erious peru- 
Gll)and therefore withap Hatchet] onely cut two 
of the-R opes that drew up the water; andthe next 
day beipg $uaday, ,came five men in the habit of 
Conntrey men. Aſo Slling themſelves) with 
tC s 1. their han pretending the 
eee my the States right Way i yet ofrerwarde 
the aforeſaid Zidds, your chief Steward, and one 
Rithad Gallery, another of your inferiour Stewards, 
or Qvexſeers,, [told me, and ſome. of my friends, 
that they were Soldiers, and of the ſaid Major Tol- 
burſts own Company. . And fugther, the ſaid Liddal 
told we, inthe preſence. of a7 aforeſaid Uncle 
and gr,..00 t the, ſaid jar. Tolbur| told 
higa, that I muſt not ſtrive with him for the Collie- 
TY, 


ry , unleſs conld' bring thirty thouſand men by 
force to take it from him. And apon Moniday af- 
ter, being the 25 of Angnſ# 1651, Ralph Hinderſon , 
Srephen Paitaſaw, and others, were leading of ny. 
Coles, which by my authority werediſcharged: 
from leading thereof by my Father in Law Maſter 
George Gray; and did all accordingly ceaſeybut there 
ig fince af addition of fix Soldiers armed with. 
Piſtols and Swords, ſaid to be of the ſaid Major 
Tolbarſts own Company; but yet produced no 
Commiſſion under any mans band (but abſolutely 
denying that they haveany ſuch) but gnely act by 
the yerball (and unwarrantable) order of the faid 
Major, a man that hath no power nor anthority at 
all cocommand them hither - And yet like men 
ſubje&t tono Law, Rule or Goverament ; by their 
wills, Swords 2nd Piſtols , they aſſume ung them- 
ſelves a power to {eta Guard upon my —_— 
both night and day (after I am violently robbed of 
almoſt threeſcore head of my Cattel, anda great 
part-of my Land of Inheritance by Sir Arthur Haſle- 
re and the Commiſſioners of Sequeſtration ) and 
threaten, beat; moſt ſhamefally abufe, nail up the 
force quarters from, arid compel feveral of 

my friends and neighbours to yoke in their Hor- 
fes and Oxer-uito Waitisand Carts, and to ledd 
my Coles; nay, and have come tomy ſelf,and have 
commanded, and violently hindered me- to lead 
my own Corn, and would produce unto gieno 
written Commiſſion or Otder: they had fron any 
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- them : Upon which [ yeſterday , beingthe ſecond  , 
of September preſent, repaired to Darbam to Collo- 
nel Francs Wren, and Maſter Thomas Dallivel, Come 
miffioners for Sequeftration for this County, and 
in the preſence of my ſaid Father Grey, and his Son 
Maſter George Grey, acquainted them herewith, and 
defired to dei of them if the ſaid Soldiers bad 
their Order for comming to the ſaid Harraton ,/ and 
uſing me as they do; and they both averred they 
had none of theirs, nor they never heard any thing 
'of it, until] [told them. In which regard, I have 
no other o__ at all, buttolook uponrthe ſaid 
pretended Soldiers (as a company of deſolate per- 
ſons, ſturdy rogues, theeves, _ robbers) and as 
fuch moſt fit by the Civil AI to be. appre- 
hended, and clapt in Goal , | 


there to þe kept unrill 
_y receive a Tryall for their lives, which I ſhall 
eavour to do, tothe utmoſt tkat Law will ina- 
bleme; butin the interim Idefire youat your pe- 
rils (unleſs they produce you a Legall and written | 

Commiſſton, or order under ſome Hand or Hands 
legally authorized thereunto, to Quarter upon | 
ou, and command you as they do) That you no 
onger entertain them upon my ground , which | 
Order Tam ſure of it muſt beunder two of the 
Committioners hands of Sequeſtration , none elſe 
in this County having any power. to pretend to 
ſend Soldiers to me, by violence to keep my eſtate 
from me,being neither Papiſt nor Delinquent; and 
I 


"Lamfure6f it, Sir Ar 


| | Ylerig at moſt is but 
one'Commiſſioner. (if that) and his Major Tolhwſt 
none ar all. And therefore bis written Warrant 
isno ways to be obeyed by you; whoare no way 
under his Juriſdiftion, Put howeyer, what writ- 
ten Warrant is ſent unco you from any hand what- 
ever, Idefiretoſeeit, and totake a Coppie of it, 
And 1 further adviſe you upon fight hereof, for 
your own ſafety, That you repair to Sir Arthar Ha- 
ſelrig himſelf , and acquaint him with all paſſages, - 
and deſire to know whether he will juſtifie that 
he hath givena written Order ,to his Soldiers to. ' 
come to Hearraton, and to doas they do; and if he 
ſay no : then do you delire him to fend for them as 
priſoners , and ſeverely puniſh them according to: 
Law, ug Juſtice, and all thole that have ſo unwar- 
rantably {ent them: \ And alſo that you repair to 
Major Tolhurſt , and tell him what is done, and 
know of him whether he {ent them, or no,and wil 
Juſtifie itz and in default of ſatisfaftion from him, 
repair to the ſaid Commiſſioners, and demand of 
them their pleaſure in the thing, as alſotheir Or- 
der to command them away. AndTI further warn 
_ and every of you, withouta written Order 
rom ſome Legall Magiſtrate or other;meddle nor 
make not with(upon any verball command from a- 
ny power whatſoever) todigg any more of my 
Coles in Harraton Colliery , todrawthem, or any 
waterout of my Pits, to throw them on the banks, 
lead them to the Water fide, or any other place 
whatſoever, 
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our own danger, and to leave you without _ 3 
oF Exctiſe , both befots God Le Man. - = 
ih the prefence of thofe whoſe names as 


\y » 
» 4 


are hereunto $ubſctibed, I fet my Hand at — 4 
Houſe at Hwvatoy this third day of Nee 16505} *. 
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Jt Hedworth. þ we 


